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Ms divine son, that exercised a most powerful influence on the
future developments of the national religious life.

In tracing the growth and development of religious belief in
Babylonia, we must remember that religious progress synchronizes
with social progress. The weird creeds, animism, fetish worship,
etc., with their liturgies of magic, belong to the family and early
tribal stages. With the settlement in cities came the rise of the
city god, the temple and the local school of theology. Ur became the
centre of the worship of the moon-god. Erech became the centre
of the cultus of Nana, Larsa and Sippara, the Northern and
Southern Heliopoli; and Kutha or Tigabba the a city of the
bowing down of the head," the great centre of eschatological
teaching, and the worship of Nergal, the "*great devourer," the
god of death. One of the most ancient religious centres was that
of Sergul, the city of the fire-god, contemporary with Eridu.

The local centres of religious life in Chaldea were most im-
portant features in the intellectual progress of the people; for
each became'the seat of a school of prophets and teachers, and
much of the learning and wisdom, which in after time made
Babylon the Alma Mater of Western Asia, was first elaborated in
these local schools. There grew up, therefore, in Babylonia, as
early as the twenty-fifth century before the Christian Era, a series
of local educational centres. The local priests and doctors were
most jealous of the teaching of their school, and the rights and
privileges of their temple; and like the Brahmins in India, and
the priests in Egypt, were by far the most influential caste in the
land. The king often was by birth, and always by right of office,
a khattesi, or u high priest," and as such head of the church and
state. It is these local centres like the local polyarchies, that is
one of the most characteristic features of Babylonian religious-
life, and which exercised a great power in its subsequent
developments.

It would require more time than is at my disposal this after-
noon to describe the nature and character of the teaching in these
various temple colleges"; two, however, deserve more than a mere-
passing notice. The first of these is the city of Ur, in which the
Semites first make their appearance, a city of especial interest
as being the birthplace and early home of Abram, the ancestor
of the Hebrew people. The characteristic feature here was the
worship of the Moon-god in his temple " of the great light,"
under the names of Aku, " the disk ; " Nannar, " the bright 'one;"
or Sin, " the bright." A name which is preserved in. the names
of Sinai and the wilderness of Sin.                                               *

The worship of the moon has always preceded that of the sun
among nomad races, so here we see the Moon called the father